Pipers music cheered them up

By FREANCES MURPHY
-ONE thing that helped the
marale of hundreds of PoWs, as
the Japaneye lorced them to
march during their ordesl in
Burma, was the er)lhi:n* Tumes
from Colin MacDonald's bag-
pipes.

The Japaneswe guards would nat
tell them where they were headed
aod the morale amang the weak
snd mick men was very low,

They all beleved they were
marching to sheis graved

But gvery so often, Colin would
take oul hits pipes and play AMre
MacDougallto give their spirits a
Lafe.

“Even thou gh all the men wers
exhausied, they cxrried my gear
to 1 covld keep playing the
pipes, Colin recalls

Colin war 3 solsist wrth the
Mildurs Pipe Band whea he an-
listed with the #th Ani-Taak
Regiment shortly alies the start of
the war.

Colin maniged io keep his bag-
pipes with hum doring the abor-
tive campeign in Siogapoere, but

Piper's
MUSIC
cheered
them up

they were destroved during an sir
jaid o Barma.

Ay they murched 1o Burma,
many men Sollppeed.

Colin remembers the” brutality
ol the Japanesc, but the local
Chinere willagers were kind to
them

“Ihe Chiners wied 1o come 19
wi with drinking water and food,
but the Japaneis wewid bash them
i punushment [or belping uws,” he
AN

He says prisoners who were tog
weak and dlow were whsa e the
tide ol the road and bavoneue
besasidd they were a burden,

Thowt who survived the march
were in lor an e ven greater trial of
servival af their destination: the
Burma railway.

“The chaps who had come to
Changi after working on the rail.
way thought Changi was heaven,”
Calin ways, “and we were s0on to
find out why.™

The dayy were long — leaving
camp in predawn darkness and
returning after nightfall

“We ware only given a wmall
bowl of boiled rice twice o day,”
he says, “and only 1 pint of water
.“T'::ﬂu !wn-nq:hlrch had 1o be
e because of cholera fears.™

On soch a poor diet, Colin,
aleng with many others, sullered
beuts ol malsria, dysestry and
beri-berl.

Poor eyesight

"While I was at Burma, my
vight became 10 poor that [ counld
only distiaguish features a few
yards away,” he sayi.

“We 1o wilute the guards,”
he recalls, “but one day I didn™t
because I thowught the goard was
one of our chaps.

“The Japs were mostly short
and stocky, but this one was very
tll. As 1 could not ses his face
with my weak eyes, I mistook him
for ond of our men and did oot
salute him.™

Colin was severely besten by
the goard lor the “crime™.

Whea Colin enlisted, he was
G0t 6in vall and a well-built 14
stene, When he retorned home, he
was a! ooly five stone., Even his
mother couldn't recognise him.

Many of the prisoners had beri-
bert.

"For vomg of us i1 wat so bad
we could not 1leep — mipecially
after we had worked on the rail-
way all day,” he says.

“We ook rerms, sining up
night, rabbing each other's ful.
just for relief.™
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